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CHUNG WAH ASSOCIATION 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.54 pm]: The Perth electorate is home to many of this state’s ethnic and cultural 
associations and the oldest is the Chinese Chung Wah Association, which is located in my electorate and turns a 
young 104 this year. Just a few weeks ago we celebrated Chinese New Year and the city was alive with many 
Chinese New Year celebrations. I had the honour of attending many events hosted by various associations, 
including the Chung Wah Association’s Northbridge Chinese New Year festival; a Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce dinner at the Dragon Palace; WA Fujian Association and Australia Asia Business Weekly functions; 
my good friend councillor Lily Chen and Associates’ event; and the Miss China Western Australia event held at 
Gloucester Park. 

This year is the Year of the Horse. The horse is seen as a symbol of speed, rapid growth and prosperity. This 
Liberal–National government greatly values the contributions of our ethnic communities and has committed 
$2 million to the rejuvenation of Perth’s Chinatown to transform it into a world-class tourist destination. I am 
pleased to report that these upgrades are well underway. The first stage of works is focused on improving the 
Roe Street entry into Chinatown with decorative banners and lanterns. Directly across the road, new decking, 
seating and trees will provide a welcoming space for visitors. I would like to thank the Chinese community for 
its hospitality over the last few weeks and congratulate it on the outstanding Chinese New Year period of 
celebrations. Special congratulations to Mr Sammy Yap and his organising committee from the Chung Wah 
Association for the outstanding success of the Chinese New Year festival held in Northbridge. In three short 
years, the association has taken the festival to extraordinary heights. It has become a flagship community and 
family event enjoyed by over 15 000 people. Once again I congratulate members of this state’s Chinese 
community and thank them for sharing their rich and wonderful culture with the wider Western Australian 
community. 
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